Course Catalogue Winter Semester 2025/2026
American Studies Leipzig

Below please find our course catalog. We will update these pages throughout the break. Unless
stated otherwise, classes start in the week of October 13, 2025.

Students are responsible for keeping track of updates on actual course dates (some are alternating).
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1 Information

Contact Information

The Institute for American Studies is located at the University’s Humanities Building
(Geisteswissenschaftliches Zentrum, GWZ), BeethovenstralRe 15, on the 5% floor, in house 3, which is
opposite the elevators/stairs.

Contact information on individual faculty members can be found on the faculty page.
Registration for Classes

Most classes require prior registration. To learn more about registration procedures for students in
different ASL programs (BA, MA, Lehramt), please have a look at the Registration Information Sheet.
As access to some classes is quite competitive, please take the procedures and deadlines for

registration seriously.
American Studies Modules

Modules in the BA and MA programs are designed to achieve specific learning goals, they entail a
specific amount and specific types of coursework and examinations, and they may have prerequisites.
To learn more about these, we strongly encourage you to have a look at our program’s Module Catalog
and at the appendix to our Conditions of Study.

International Students

International Students are very welcome in the courses offered by the Institute for American Studies.
To learn more about places available in individual courses, please contact the instructor, and describe
your situation briefly (i.e., exchange student, international guest student, participating in an
international degree program). We will do our very best to include you in our courses.

Courses

Course catalogs of past semesters can be found in the Downloads and Documents area.

For course offerings in Linguistics, please consult the British Studies course catalog, available at the
website of the Institute for British Studies (anglistik.philol.uni-leipzig.de).

Unless stated otherwise, classes start in the week of October 13, 2025. Students are responsible for
keeping track of updates on actual course dates (some are alternating).

Please keep checking our website for up-to-date information on how classes will take place.
Addresses:

GWZ (Geisteswissenschaftliches Zentrum), Beethovenstr. 15

NSG (Neues Seminargebdude), Universitatsstr. 5

HSG (Horsaalgebaude), Universitatsstr. 7



2 BA Courses
2.1 Literature and Culture | (04-001-1001)

Overall module responsibility: Prof. Dr. Katja Kanzler
Module organization & coordination: Dr. Stefan Schubert

This module acquaints students with the basic issues and techniques of American literary studies. It
provides a survey of United States literary history as well as an introduction to the methods and
theories employed in literary and cultural analysis.

The module consists of one lecture, one seminar, and one tutorial

Lecture: US-American Literature: Beginnings to Present

Tuesday, 9—11 am, HS 12
Prof. Dr. Katja Kanzler

This lecture will provide a survey of American literary history from its colonial beginnings to the
present. It will discuss important themes, modes, and genres that characterize American literature
throughout its history, its cultural contexts, and the literary periods into which these developments
have been organized. In the course of this survey, we will explore the — partly very different, partly
continuous — ways in which texts across these periods define ‘Americanness,’ in which they approach
human nature and social differences, and the ideas about the role and operations of literature that
they reflect.

Seminar:

All seminars start in the week of October 20.

either a) Monday, 1 — 3 pm, NSG 210
Jana Luckhardt

or b) Tuesday, 11 am — 1 pm, NSG 304
Dr. Stefan Schubert

or c) Wednesday, 3 -5 pm, NSG 412
Prof. Dr. Katja Kanzler

Based on American Studies’ comprehensive notion of ‘text’ as referring to any complex cultural artifact
and on an understanding of ‘narrative’ as a fundamental category of human existence, the seminar’s
underlying assumption is that the ability to ‘read’ texts is central to the ability to understand, analyze,
and discuss culture more generally. To thus facilitate your ability to read complex texts, the seminar
focuses on two main perspectives. It aims to help you develop an analytic vocabulary to talk about the
specifics of narratives and their implementation into texts, and it aims to help you understand basic
theoretical frameworks that discuss the connection between texts and culture in analytic terms. The
seminar will moreover help you to develop a feeling for the questions and approaches typical of
American Studies. Coursework will cover basic techniques of critically engaging texts, exemplary
analyses and interpretations, as well as an overview of contemporary approaches in literary and
cultural theory.



Tutorial (Ubung):

All tutorials start in the week of October 20.

either a) Monday, 11 am — 1 pm, NSG 304
Robert Hayes

or b) Wednesday, 9 — 11 am, NSG 304
Heather Pruessing

or c) Wednesday, 11 am — 1 pm, NSG 304
Heather Pruessing

This course focuses on the language skills necessary for successful literary analysis. The tutorial will
focus particularly on the form, function, and structure of the traditional English essay. Through various
writing activities, which will progress in difficulty and length, students will gain the writing skills
required to complete the module seminar’s final assighnment.



2.2 iTASK (international, interdisciplinary, integrated: Technical, Academic, Soft, and
Career Skills) (04-001-1004)

Overall module responsibility: Prof. Dr. Olaf Stieglitz
Module organization & coordination: Heather Pruessing

The goal of the module is to help students develop key skills to thrive in their studies and in their
subsequent career choices. Reports from Germany and the United States show that a leading reason
why students experience frustration and set-backs in their studies and career pursuits is because of a
relative lack of preparation in how to integrate personal and professional goals into a comprehensive
plan for continuous individual development. For the generation of students beginning university, your
learning and working life is expected to last at least a half-century. This module is meant to help you
prepare for that voyage. This module is thus meant to prepare you for the TASK ahead.

The module consists of one lecture and one praxis seminar

Lecture

Wednesday, 5 — 7 pm (every other week), HS 14
Prof. Dr. Olaf Stieglitz

The lecture series is the more general part of the iTASK module. Every two weeks, guests, mostly
graduates of our degree programs, present their own professional experiences and perspectives in
order to share and discuss them with the group. The focus is on the possibilities and risks of career
planning, but also on very practical issues such as internships. These contributions are framed by
more specific information, e.g. on planning stays abroad during your studies.

Exams are closely coordinated with the corresponding seminar in the iTASK module.

Praxis Seminar

Thursday, 9 am —11 am, GWZ 2 5.16
Heather Pruessing

or Thursday, 11 am -1 pm, GWZ 2 5.16
Heather Pruessing

Using the broad themes discussed in the lecture, the module’s praxis seminar will delve into more
practical detail. Through various written and oral assignments, students will deepen their professional
skill set. Course goals include: cultivating skills for creating a persuasive CV and cover letter, for
optimizing an internship or job search, and for acing an interview.

Heather Pruessing’s praxis seminars start in the week of October 20.



2.3 Language and Society Il - Synchronic and Diachronic Varieties of English (04-001-
1005)

The module consists of one lecture and two seminars

1005-1 Lecture Varieties: Varieties of English

Tuesday, 7—9 pm, HS 3
Prof. Dr. Ole Schutzler

Reading list: will be provided in the course

This lecture broadly focuses on (predominantly synchronic) variation in English and some models and
theories that have been advanced to account for it. We will look at variable properties of language at
different levels (e.g. phonology, morphology, syntax, lexicon, etc.) as well as different dimensions along
which such properties can vary. These include region (traditional rural dialects, modern urban dialects,
postcolonial varieties), mode (written vs. spoken language), as well as social factors like gender, age
and socio-economic status. We will discuss how those dimensions overlap, talk about issues like
language attitudes and standardisation, and we will generally keep an open eye for interesting
research areas in present-day English.

1005-2 Seminar: Historical Roots of US-English

Thursday, 11 am — 1 pm, NSG 421
Martin Schafer

Exam: written examination (60 min)

This seminar explores the development of the English language, starting from Old English through
Middle English and Early Modern English to Present-Day US English. Over the centuries, massive
changes took place in all areas of grammar. While some of these are clearly linked to language-external
events (e.g., the influx of French vocabulary after 1066), other show a very complex interplay of
numerous factors (e.g., the development from a synthetic language with relatively free word order to
an analytic language with fixed word order). By analyzing texts from the different stages of English,
you will develop a basic understanding of earlier varieties of English and the role language internal and
language external factors played in the development of Present-Day US-English.

1005-3 Seminar Varietdten: From prescribing to describing (American) English usage

Friday, 11 am —1 pm, NSG 329
Dr. Jakob Neels

Exam: oral presentation



Recommended preparation: Bridging the unbridgeable: A project on English usage guides. Leiden
University Centre for Linguistics. <https://bridgingtheunbridgeable.com>.

Reading list: The required readings will be made available on Moodle.

This seminar explores the development of the English language, starting from Old English through
Middle English and Early Modern English to Present-Day US English. Over the centuries, massive
changes took place in all areas of grammar. While some of these are clearly linked to language-external
events (e.g., the influx of French vocabulary after 1066), other show a very complex interplay of
numerous factors (e.g., the development from a synthetic language with relatively free word order to
an analytic language with fixed word order). By analyzing texts from the different stages of English,
you will develop a basic understanding of earlier varieties of English and the role language internal and
language external factors played in the development of Present-Day US-English.



2.4 Society, History, and Politics Il (04-001-1006)
Overall module responsibility: Prof. Dr. Olaf Stieglitz
Module organization & coordination: Peter Hintz

This module is meant to provide students with an interdisciplinary, international, and integrated
introduction to key developments and themes in the history, politics, and society of the United States
from the Reconstruction period to the present.

The module consists of one lecture and two seminars

To complete the module, students need to attend the lecture and choose two out of three
seminars.

Lecture: Constructing North American History Il: From the Civil War to 9/11 and beyond

Monday, 5—7 pm, HS 5
Prof. Dr. Olaf Stieglitz

The lecture explores how the unfolding of American history after the Civil War shaped American
society and thus the country’s political culture, its institutions, and the different social groups living
together in the United States. Topics to be covered include Reconstruction politics in the South, the
rise of corporate America, the changing international role of American politics and culture, mass
immigration and its impact, reform and civil rights movements, the globalization of American culture,
and many more. The course thus integrates global, transatlantic, and international developments to
better understand the nature of the American experience and its impact on international affairs.

For students of the BA in American Studies, the course ends with an in-class final exam.

The lecture starts on October 20.

Seminars:

Each of the seminars offered in the module share two central goals: First (1), they deepen the content
of the lecture in the module by exploring and discussing important concepts and developments
through select examples and approaches, thus combining a survey perspective with case study work
to further the understanding of United States’ history, politics, and society in the 20th and 21st
centuries. Second (2), and most importantly, the seminars serve to teach and reinforce techniques and
methods essential to scholarly work in American Studies in general, and to historical, political, and
societal content in particular. In doing so, these praxis-oriented seminars pick up on what has already
been learned in the module SHP | and are designed to enable students towards independently
developing a scholarly project that leads to an analytical term paper.



Choose two out of three seminars:

Seminar 1: American Eras: Focus on the US Supreme Court

Wednesday, 1 —3 pm, NSG 304
Heather Pruessing

9 justices, all household names in American popular culture, run the highest court in the land. Their
power today is unprecedented, and their decisions shape the nation dramatically. This seminar aims
to give students a broad understanding of crucial moments in American history during the 20th and
21st centuries. Starting with the Industrial Revolution and ending with the Biden Presidency, we will
explore overarching historical themes such as political conflict, social revolutions, and evolving cultural
norms, and we will do so using the lens of the US Supreme Court. “American Eras” complements the
module’s lecture and other seminars by offering exposure to a diverse collection of primary and
secondary documents. These sources will span contemporary American history and will provide
students with opportunities for improving their critical and analytical skills through a mix of verbal and
written engagement.

Heather Pruessing’s seminar starts in the week of October 20.

Seminar 2 "We Got More Yesterday than Anybody”: A Cultural History of Black Americans since the
Civil War

Tuesday, 11 am —1 pm, GWZ 2 5.16
Peter Hintz

The course explores the social, cultural, and political development of Black communities in America
from the Civil War to the present. Studying the struggles and achievements of African Americans since
the formal abolition of slavery in 1865, we will examine the long-lasting impact of what historian Eric
Foner terms the “second founding” of the United States. Using a variety of sources, we will seek to
understand the evolution, complexity, and diversity of Black life in America. The course covers key
themes, periods, and actors, such as Reconstruction, Jim Crow segregation, the Harlem Renaissance,
Civil Rights and Black Power, mass incarceration, the BLM movement, and Black Hispanic history. In
line with the module’s emphasis on practice, the course shall enable students to perform an analysis
of historical discourse towards uncovering the raced, classed, and gendered specificities of social,
cultural, and political life in the United States.

Peter Hintz’ seminar starts in the week of October 20.

Seminar 3: Voices of Dissent: Protest and Resistance in U.S. History Since World War Il

Wednesday, 3 —5 pm, NSG 222
Vince Thiemicke

The seminar explores the evolving social and cultural landscape of protest and resistance movements
in the United States from the end of World War Il to the present. Within this period and through this
conceptual lens, we will not only examine 'progressive' movements such as the African-American Civil



Rights Movement, second-wave feminism, LGBTQ+ activism, and climate justice advocacy, but also
consider 'counter-movements' such as right-wing populist groups, anti-government militias, and social
formations of conservative political protest. Using both historical and contemporary case studies, we
will analyze protest tactics, cultural narratives attached to protest, and the role of media in shaping
public perceptions of protest and resistance. The course places particular emphasis on investigating
competing claims of marginalization and domination as well as on the way protest continues to define
identities and democratic life in the United States. By critically engaging with a variety of texts and
sources—including interdisciplinary scholarly research, historical primary documents, and artefacts
from contemporary popular culture—the seminar invites students to understand protest and
resistance not only as tools for social change but also as giving insight into America's ideological
polarization.

10



2.5 Project Module (04-001-1009)

Overall module responsibility: Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez
Module organization & coordination: Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez

The module is designed to facilitate the acquisition of skills that prepare students to write a BA thesis
in the near future. It will assist them in taking the necessary steps for developing a research project.
This includes adequate ways of identifying the subject matter of a research project; researching
relevant scholarship; formulating a research question; delimiting the body of material to be analyzed,
determining appropriate research methods, and thus finding the topic for a scholarly project. Students
will be required to design a research project; this includes submitting a short annotated bibliography
during the course of the semester and a poster presentation as well as a term paper at the end of the
term.

The module consists of one colloquium and one tutorial

Research Project

Monday, 5—7 pm, NSG 220
Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez

The seminar is designed to facilitate the acquisition of skills that prepare students to write a BA thesis
in the near future. It will assist them in taking the necessary steps for developing a research project.
This includes adequate ways of identifying the subject matter of a research project; researching
relevant scholarship; formulating a research question; delimiting the body of material to be analyzed,
determining appropriate research methods, and thus finding the topic for a scholarly project. In the
course of the semester, students will be required to design a research project of their own choice.

The colloquium starts on October 20.

Tutorial: Study and Career Planning

Thursday, 1 — 3 pm (every other week), GWZ 2 5.16
Heather Pruessing

This class will revisit and build upon themes covered in the first-semester iTASK seminar. Together we
will work to help students organize themselves for the end of their studies and for their transition into
life after university.

The first session for the tutorial is October 30.

11



2.6 Ethnicity and Diversity in US Culture (04-001-1018)
Overall module responsibility: Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez
Module organization & coordination: Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez

The goal of this module is to enable students to understand the United States as a multiethnic and
multicultural space and to discuss on an academic level the cultural productions of various ethnic
groups in the contexts of their specific historical and cultural development.

The module consists of one lecture, one seminar, and one tutorial

Lecture

Thursday, 9 —11am, HS 6
Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez

The lectures will discuss key concepts of and developments in race, ethnicity and minority studies as
well as explore the cultures and histories of ethnic groups in the U.S., focusing especially on the
literatures and cultures of U.S. Latinos/as, African Americans, Asian Americans and Native Americans.

The lecture starts on October 23.

Seminar: Oceans as Boundaries & Connections

Monday, 1 -3 pm, NSG 120
Dr. Steffen Woll

This seminar explores the ocean as more than a blank expanse or route of transit. We approach the
sea not just as setting, but as method, archive, and active political force.

In doing so, we examine how maritime spaces have shaped histories of colonialism, capitalism,
migration, and resistance—from the transatlantic slave trade and Pacific indenture to native
seafaring and cruise tourism.

Through literature, theory, visual culture, and archival fragments, we ask how oceans function as
both boundary and conduit: Who moves across water, under what conditions, and at what cost?

Readings include historical accounts, poetry, film, and theory, with particular attention to aspects of
race, empire, and environment. Students will engage in creative and critical work, culminating in a final
paper that reflects on oceanic forms of knowledge, connection, and control.

Tutorial: Spoken Academic Discourse

either a) Wednesday, 9 — 11 am, NSG 321
Jolene Mathieson (Institut fir Anglistik)

or b) Wednesday, 11 am — 1 pm, NSG 321
Jolene Mathieson (Institut fir Anglistik)

Exam: oral examination (15 min)

12



This course focuses on equipping students to improve their command of the processes involved in
organizing clear, effective academic presentations as well as those practical language skills most
frequently needed in spoken English as used in the context of research based academic discourse. The
exercises will engage with different media used for academic conference presentations.

13



3 MA Courses

Research Papers and Portfolios

In their second and third semester, MA students will complete six modules overall, four of which they
have to finish with a research paper and two of which with a portfolio exam. Because of that, every
one of the thematic modules in the 2nd and 3rd semesters is offered in two varieties on TOOL: the
“Research Project” (= seminar paper) variety and the “Academic Discourse” (= portfolio exam) variety.
The Academic Discourse/portfolio varieties have a “-P” at the end of the module number (e.g., “04-
038-2007-P” is the module “Cultures of Difference: Academic Discourse” = portfolio, whereas “04-038-
2007” is “Cultures of Difference: Research Project” = seminar paper).

Accordingly, in each of the two semesters, students should finish two modules with a seminar paper
and one with a portfolio. While the seminar paper is something students mostly write in the semester
break, the portfolio consists of multiple smaller assignments to be completed mostly while classes are
in session. Within these stipulations, you can freely choose which of the thematic modules you want
to take in their seminar-paper variety and which in the portfolio variety (the contents are the same,
only the exams are different). You have to do so when you sign up for the modules on TOOL.

For more information, please see our website (especially the study regulations, the Registration
Information Sheet, and a previous news item) or contact your study advisers.

3.1 Methods and Theories in American Studies (04-038-2001)
Overall module responsibility: Prof. Dr. Katja Kanzler
Module organization & coordination: Dr. Stefan Schubert

This module provides students with an overview of key methods and theories employed in the
interdisciplinary field of American Studies. It is meant to prepare students for the program's advanced
modules.

The module consists of two seminars

Seminar: Theory in American Studies

Wednesday, 11 am—1 pm, GWZ 2 5.16
Prof. Dr. Katja Kanzler

This seminar is dedicated to some of the 'grand' theories of the humanities and social sciences that are
both utilized and shaped by American Studies scholarship. We will read and discuss a selection of
theoretical writings on narrative, media, ‘race,’ gender/sex, and justice. The selection will aim to strike
a balance between classics in the field of American Studies and approaches that have recently come
to the fore. Additionally, it will make a point in exposing you to diverse voices and registers in
theoretical writing.

Seminar: Methods: American Studies and/as Cultural Studies

Monday, 11 am—1 pm, GWZ 2 5.16
Dr. Stefan Schubert

14



This seminar will address major paradigms of and theories used in the field of American studies, tracing
their evolution and contestation in the past decades of scholarship within the field. Our focus will lie
on the field's relation to cultural studies and its particular methods and approaches. In addition, we
will briefly examine the history of American studies and the prevalence of different frameworks
throughout the decades, from the myth-and-symbol school to the so-called ‘New Americanists.’
Overall, our sessions will focus in particular on gaining an understanding of what ‘method’ and ‘theory’
entail, how they characterize a scholarly field, and how, for the humanities and American studies in
particular, they are intrinsically connected to broader sociopolitical discussions. Students will learn to
reflect on their own use of methods and theories and practice applying them in critical readings,
scholarly arguments, and research projects.

15



3.2 Graduate Colloquium in American Studies (04-038-2002)
Overall module responsibility: Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez, Prof. Dr. Olaf Stieglitz
Module organization & coordination: Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez, Prof. Dr. Olaf Stieglitz

This module acquaints students with current issues and debates in American studies. Two exemplary
seminars represent different academic traditions within this interdisciplinary field of inquiry, giving
students an impression of their respective scholarly interests and approaches.

The module consists of two seminars

Seminar 1: Bodies — Nation — Citizenship: 20th Century US Body Politics in Transnational
Perspective

Tuesday, 11 am —1 pm, NSG 410
Prof. Dr. Olaf Stieglitz

This class serves a double purpose. On a conceptual level, it introduces and outlines the idea of
centering historical inquiry around (usually, but not necessarily) human bodies and how political, social
and cultural power were framed, articulated, negotiated, exercised ... with, through, or on bodies. It
asks how core categories of cultural studies such as gender, race, ethnicity, class, sexuality, ability, or
others can productively be analyzed through a lens of bodily practices and representations.

Specifically, the class interrogates the connections among bodies, the nation, and the world in 20th
century US history. The idea that bodies, bodily practices and bodily characteristics are heavily
freighted with values that are often linked to powerful political, cultural and social spheres remains
underdeveloped in the histories of America’s relations with the rest of the world. Attentive to diverse
state and nonstate actors, the class asks for the national and transnational roles of biopolitics in its
gendered, racialized, classed, sexualized ... dimensions. Topics range from regulating sexuality during
periods of U.S. military occupation to Cold War ideals of American feminine beauty, and from “body
counts” as metrics of military success to cultural representations relating to immigrant groups and
health issues.

Seminar 2: Spaces and Narratives of (In)Security in US Culture and Literature

Tuesday, 3—-5pm, GWZ 3 5.15
Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez

What is the relationship between space and security? How is security produced and performed in
various US spaces (continental and extracontinental), how are safe and unsafe spaces constructed
and narrated, and how have perceptions of security and vulnerability changed over time? In this
course we will explore US-American spaces, imaginaries and narratives related to concepts of
security and insecurity as well as the ways such narratives have been functionalized for different
purposes. We will discuss theories of spatialization as well as at concrete spaces such as gated
communities, “ethnic” neighborhoods, suburbs, detention camps, prisons, and borders, and the ways
narratives of (in)security are related to the construction of new communities and coalitions. The last
sessions of this course will be dedicated to student group projects.

16



3.3 iCAN: international, interdisciplinary and integrated Career and Academic
Knowledge (04-038-2003)

Overall module responsibility: Dr. Katja Schmieder
Module organization & coordination: Dr. Katja Schmieder

The professional-skills module iCAN is meant to introduce and embed for students how American
Studies relates to major trends in international career development. It will introduce you to key skills,
knowledge, and experience that employers in such diverse professional sectors as education, media,
international organizations, business, government branches, cultural exchange, or journalism are
looking for in the contemporary labor market. Practically, the module will accomplish this by guiding
you through the process of editing and publishing an issue of the academic journal aspeers together,
in dedicated sessions, through practical workshops, and via a variety of group and teamwork settings.

The module consists of an applied seminar with two sessions each week (plus additional sessions)

Applied Seminar (aspeers)

Monday, 3 -5 pm, GWZ 3 5.15
Annika Schadewaldt

and

Thursday, 11 am—1 pm, GWZ 3 5.15
Dr. Katja Schmieder

plus additional time slots*

From identifying a topic of profound academic interest to writing a Call for Papers, from corresponding
with authors to gathering financial support, from reviewing others’ work to suggesting modifications,
from grouping articles to sections to writing an introduction — editing a scholarly publication entails a
wide range of professional skills central to academia and to non-academic work settings alike.

In 2007/08, the first group of editors founded and published aspeers, the first and currently only
graduate-level peer-reviewed journal for European American Studies, i.e. a journal that publishes the
critical work of pre-PhD authors from (other) European universities.

This semester, we will work to edit the 19th issue of the journal and to refine its positioning in the
market. This will include learning about different publication formats and about academic publishing
in the US and Germany in general. Most of the time and workload, however, will go into the editing
process outlined above. Mostly working in project groups, the module thus provides a truly unique
opportunity to acquire and improve professional skills in areas such as critical reading and writing,
word processing, public relations, and communication.

* Please be aware that the module will contain a quite extensive time commitment outside of the two
slots indicated here, which you will spend on completing a variety of tasks individually or in groups.
The exact time slots will be discussed in the first weeks of the class, but for now, please plan for
Wednesdays as well as Thursdays, from 3 —5 pm as potential additional slots that in some weeks will
have to be used.
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3.4 Myths, Narratives, Memory (04-038-2009)

Overall module responsibility: Prof. Dr. Katja Kanzler
Module organization & coordination: Prof. Dr. Katja Kanzler

The module interrogates central myths, narratives, and other forms of meaning-making that US
culture likes to tell about itself, that it has used to construct certain self-understandings, and that
have been majorly contested and debated throughout US history and politics as well as within
literature and popular culture. By studying these dynamics, students will also scrutinize the role of
imagination and memory for US culture and how they are interwoven with mythical images and
narratives about the US.

The module consists of two seminars

Seminar 1: Contemporary Speculative Fiction and the Challenge of Utopian Narrative

Tuesday, 1-3 pm, GWZ 25.16
Prof. Dr. Katja Kanzler

Utopian narrative—speculative storytelling about what a good society might look like—is a powerful
mode of political thought. Yet in a world that slides from one crisis to the next, it seems to have
become increasingly difficult to imagine better alternatives to our social and political status quo. The
output in speculative fiction of the last few decades suggests that dystopian and post-apocalyptic
genres have been the far more compelling narrative models for thinking about the future than
utopias. To adapt a famous quote by Frederic Jameson, it appears to have become much easier to
imagine the end of the world or a horrible future than to come up with scenarios of a good society.

In this seminar, we will engage with a selection of U.S. literary texts from the last few decades that
take up or reflect on the challenge of utopian speculation. Proceeding from a discussion of Utopian
Studies-scholarship, we will ask: How do these texts address the social issues and crises of our time,
especially regarding social justice and climate change? What avenues toward solving them do the
texts think through in their narratives? How do they use a fantastic mode of narration to explore
alternative social arrangements? And how do they navigate the political pitfalls of utopian narrative,
such as the static quality that marks many utopian imaginaries, or their often totalitarian
implications?

Seminar 2: Rural Fictions: Cultural Politics, Memory, and Belonging

Thursday, 1 -3 pm, GWZ 3 5.15
Dr. Eleonora Ravizza

“The United States was born in the country and has moved to the city.” With these words, Richard
Hofstadter articulates a central tension in American cultural identity—one that defines the rural in
opposition to the urban. From Jefferson’s agrarian ideal to the myth of the Heartland in contemporary
political discourse, the rural has long occupied a central—and contested—place in the American
imagination. It has been romanticized as the site of national origin and moral clarity (the frontier, the
homestead), figured as the ‘real’ America in populist rhetoric, and deployed as a landscape of simplicity
and virtue in both political mythmaking and popular culture. At the same time, it has also been
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portrayed as what the nation must outgrow: antiquated, stagnant, disconnected—defined in contrast
to the modern, mobile, and progressive city.

In US culture, the rural emerges as a space of cultural memory (the agrarian myth, Travels with
Charley), as a landscape of decline (Winter’s Bone, Hillbilly Elegy), as a site of erasure and exclusion
(Minari, Reservation Dogs), and as a space of survival and resistance (The Last of Us). It is alternately
imagined as white and ‘forgotten,’ as Black and dispossessed, as Indigenous and stolen, as immigrant
and invisible, as a place left behind by progress and as a space newly shaped by global capital.

In this seminar, we will explore how rural America has been imagined across US literature, media,
politics, and cultural discourse by engaging with a range of critical frameworks—including ecocriticism,
critical race theory, feminist geography, postcolonial theory, and political economy—that will help us
think through questions of belonging, memory, land, and labor.
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3.5 Global America (04-038-2010)

Overall module responsibility: Prof. Dr. Olaf Stieglitz
Module organization & coordination: Prof. Dr. Olaf Stieglitz

The module investigates the United States in a global context, including the role that US cultural
productions and processes, literature, political and economic actors, and specific (sub)national
communities play—and have historically played—in processes of globalization and transnational
entanglements. Topics can include concrete manifestations of global interconnections as well as their
characteristics and effects just as much as examinations of how the history and current state of
global phenomena has been addressed in various US ‘texts’” and cultural artifacts

The module consists of two seminars

Seminar 1: Slavery in the Americas: History and Memory

Wednesday, 11 am -1 pm, GWZ 3 5.15
Prof. Dr. Olaf Stieglitz

The history of enslavement constitutes one of the most defining chapters of America’s past, with
traumatic consequences for large segments of the American population. While the institution of
slavery profoundly characterized the historical trajectory of the United States, it was part of a vast
global network of systems of bondage that transformed the entire Atlantic World. This course delves
into the various forms of slavery and servitude from the colonial period through the Civil War (and
beyond). By adopting a transnational perspective, the class highlights the inseparable connections
between the plantations in the Antebellum South and other world regions, shedding light on the
establishment of racial slavery from the shores of West Africa, in the Caribbean and Latin America,
during the United States expansion across the North American continent and in the border regions.

On another level, the class will also address the representations of the institution of slavery in the
public memory of the United States and other nations. Remembering slavery and centering the
histories of enslavement has become a cornerstone in many various memory projects worldwide, and
the class will interrogate how scholarly histories of slavery and of enslaved people are articulated in
discourses of rights and justice.

Seminar 2: Reframing the Frame: Asian/American Representations in Film and Media

Monday, 3 pm —7 pm, NSG 429
Picador Professor (Hannah Michell)

This graduate seminar examines the shifting representations of Asians and Asian Americans in U.S.
media, tracing a trajectory from early Hollywood cinema to contemporary independent film, television,
and digital platforms. We will critically analyze the socio-historical forces that shaped dominant images
and explore how these representations have been challenged, subverted, and reimagined in Asian
American productions over time.

This class will have its last session on December 15, 2025. Therefore there will be double sessions
through the semester.
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3.6 Immigration, Community, and Citizenship (04-038-2012)

Overall module responsibility: Prof. Dr. Olaf Stieglitz, Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez
Module organization & coordination: Prof. Dr. Olaf Stieglitz, Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez

The module examines the role of (im)migration as a central characteristic of American society and
culture. In addition to investigating historically specific constellations of immigration, it addresses the
extent to which geographical mobility fuels and challenges fundamental notions of (national, ethnic,
etc.) community and leads societies to reconsider the conditions for belonging or citizenship.

The module consists of two seminars

Seminar 1: Border Regimes: Practices of In-/Exclusion in US Immigration History

Tuesday, 3 -5 pm, NSG 229
Prof. Dr. Olaf Stieglitz

This course has a double purpose. On a first level, it offers a broad introduction into US immigration
and deportation history, focusing on migrant groups from Europe and Asia since the 1830s and how
they were welcomed (or not) by the American public. More importantly though, this class discusses
and analyzes the long history of distinguishing and separating between wanted and unwanted
immigrants at the United States’ borders. Undesirable immigration had been regulated since the 19th
century on political, legal, economic, social, and cultural grounds; gender, race, class, nationality,
political affiliation, and characteristics of assumed physical disability were used to classify ‘un-
Americans,’ ‘illegal aliens,” and ‘subversives.” A main emphasis of the course should revolve around the
deportation regime that emerged around that selection process and how it was both politically and
legally justified but also challenged. In addition, the course will focus on the strategies and practices
immigrants used to circumvent official barriers and to struggle for their right to remain in the United
States.

Seminar 2: Fictions of (Un)belonging: Citizenship in US Literature and Culture

Wednesday, 1 —3 pm, GWZ 3 5.15
Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez

As Carrie Hyde and Derrick R. Spires point out in a recent special issue of American Literature on “New
Citizenship Studies”, citizenship has long been idealized in the popular imagination “through
impassioned dreams of democracy and rights not yet realized,” while it at the same time “produces
nightmares of violence, dispossession, and disappointment”. While earlier critical work has framed
citizenship in binary terms through models of inclusion or exclusion, recent criticism has begun to
explore the limitations of formal citizenship, opening up new approaches beyond legal definitions of
the term. This course aims at addressing citizenship’s violent histories and imaginative possibilities by
examining how U.S. writers have used literature to represent and (re)think the meaning of nationhood,
race, migration, and belonging. We will discuss texts by David Walker, Walt Whitman, Rudolph Fischer,
and James Baldwin, along with more recent writings and critical essays on the concept of citizenship.
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4 Lehramt Courses
4.1 Module *-2401: “American Literatures, American Societies”

Overall module responsibility: Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez, Prof. Dr. Olaf Stieglitz
Module organization & coordination: Dr. Eleonora Ravizza, Dr. Sebastian Herrmann

The module is designed specifically to train future teachers to deepen their American-studies
knowledge. The students will engage with American literary and cultural texts, with critical theory, and
with important socio-historical contexts. In the seminar, they will also practice their analytical skills in
close readings of American literary and filmic texts and they will learn how to implement this
knowledge in the classroom. The exam for the module consists of an extensive analytic project, in the
form of a portfolio exam, prepared by the students during the course of the seminar.

The module consists of one lecture, one seminar, and one (optional) workshop

2401-1 Lecture

Choose one out of two lectures (2401-1a or 2401-1b):

2401-1a Constructing North American History Il: From the Civil War to 9/11 and beyond

Monday, 5—7 pm, HS 5
Prof. Dr. Olaf Stieglitz

The lecture explores how the unfolding of American history after the Civil War shaped American
society and thus the country’s political culture, its institutions, and the different social groups living
together in the United States. Topics to be covered include Reconstruction politics in the South, the
rise of corporate America, the changing international role of American politics and culture, mass
immigration and its impact, reform and civil rights movements, the globalization of American culture,
and many more. The course thus integrates global, transatlantic, and international developments to
better understand the nature of the American experience and its impact on international affairs.

The lecture starts on October 20.

2401-1b Lecture Ethnicity and Diversity in US Culture

Thursday, 9 —11 am, HS 6
Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez

The lectures will discuss key concepts of and developments in race, ethnicity and minority studies as
well as explore the cultures and histories of ethnic groups in the U.S., focusing especially on the
literatures and cultures of U.S. Latinos/as, African Americans, Asian Americans and Native Americans.

The lecture starts on October 23.

2401-2 Seminar
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Choose one out of four seminars (2401-2a-d):

2401-2a/b: Screening Identity: Race, Gender, and Class in US Film

Tuesday, 1 —3 pm, NSG 324
Dr. Eleonora Ravizza

or

Tuesday, 3 -5 pm, NSG 324
Dr. Eleonora Ravizza

This seminar explores how American films construct, reflect, and challenge cultural understandings
of identity. Focusing on the intersection of gender, race, and class, we will analyze how narratives,
visual styles, and character portrayals contribute to broader conversations about power,
representation, and social difference.

Throughout the course, we will engage with a range of films—spanning genres and time periods—to
investigate how identity is performed and mediated on screen. Topics will include the visual
presentation of gendered bodies, the construction of racialized ‘others,” and the depiction of class-
based struggle and mobility. We will also consider how genre conventions and filmmaking techniques
reinforce or subvert dominant cultural narratives. Through critical readings, film analysis, and class
discussion, students will develop tools for interpreting how identity operates in visual culture.
Overall, we will focus how film can work as a site of identity construction and critique and what its
cultural work is.

The seminar will enable students to deepen their understanding of American literature and culture as
well as to engage with literary and cultural theory in order to analyze a primary text of their choice.
The exam for this module is a portfolio exam that will consist of different written components which
will showcase what students have learned throughout the semester.

Please note: The seminars in this module are offered alongside additional workshop sessions. While it
is possible to take the seminar (and pass the module) without these workshops, attending them is
strongly recommended. The workshops cover key skills that help with the portfolio. We offer the
workshops in two alternative time slots (see below).

2401-2 c/d: Reading American Fiction: Canons and/of Popular Culture

Wednesday, 11 am — 1 pm, NSG 412
Dr. habil. Sebastian Herrmann

or

Wednesday, 1 pm —3pm, NSG 412
Dr. habil. Sebastian Herrmann

In this seminar, we will practice reading American fiction, both film and written texts, through the
canonical categories of difference in American studies: race, class, and gender. In doing so, we will also
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work on a more general understanding of periods, modes, and genres. In addition to practicing close-
reading these texts, we will draw on a diverse body of theory to better analyze, understand, and
contextualize the cultural work our texts do, along with the contradictions and ambiguities they
harbor. Throughout the semester we will thus practice key analytic and research skills. Taken together,
the individual elements of the seminar are meant to prepare you to do independent academic work
on primary texts within the field of American studies.

Please note: The seminars in this module are offered alongside additional workshop sessions. While it
is possible to take the seminar (and pass the module) without these workshops, attending them is
strongly recommended. The workshops cover key skills that help with the portfolio. We offer the
workshops in two alternative time slots (see below).

Workshops:

As an addition to the seminar, workshops in two different slots will be offered: Thursday 11am-1 pm
and Thursday 1-3 pm (both in NSG 412). The workshops help with developing important skills needed
to complete the portfolio exam. The topics covered will include: how to create a research bibliography,
how to practice close reading and text analysis, and how to develop an argument. To participate,
please block time accordingly. Signup procedures will be explained in the first seminar session.
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4.2 Module *-1601 “US Society and Diversity: Politics, History and Culture”
(Erganzungsstudien)

Overall module responsibility: Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez
Module organization & coordination: Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez

Please note: If you are taking both this module (1601) and the module American Literatures, American
Societies (2401), then you cannot choose lecture 2401-1b by Prof. Pisarz-Ramirez in module 2401.

The module consists of one lecture and one seminar

To complete the module, students need to attend the Lecture and one Seminar (Seminar 1a or 1b)

Lecture "Ethnicity and Diversity in US Culture"

Thursday, 9 —11 am, HS 6
Prof. Dr. Gabriele Pisarz-Ramirez

The lectures will discuss key concepts of and developments in race, ethnicity and minority studies as
well as explore the cultures and histories of ethnic groups in the U.S., focusing especially on the
literatures and cultures of U.S. Latinos/as, African Americans, Asian Americans and Native Americans.

The lecture starts on October 23.

Seminar 1a: American Eras: Focus on the US Supreme Court

Wednesday, 1 -3 pm, NSG 304
Heather Pruessing

9 justices, all household names in American popular culture, run the highest court in the land. Their
power today is unprecedented, and their decisions shape the nation dramatically. This seminar aims
to give students a broad understanding of crucial moments in American history during the 20th and
21st centuries. Starting with the Industrial Revolution and ending with the Biden Presidency, we will
explore overarching historical themes such as political conflict, social revolutions, and evolving cultural
norms, and we will do so using the lens of the US Supreme Court. “American Eras” offers exposure to
a diverse collection of primary and secondary documents. These sources will span contemporary
American history and will provide students with opportunities for improving their critical and analytical
skills through a mix of verbal and written engagement.

Heather Pruessing’s seminar starts in the week of October 20.

Seminar 1b: "We Got More Yesterday than Anybody”: A Cultural History of Black Americans since
the Civil War

Tuesday, 11 am —1 pm, GWZ 2 5.16
Peter Hintz
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The course explores the social, cultural, and political development of Black communities in America
from the Civil War to the present. Studying the struggles and achievements of African Americans since
the formal abolition of slavery in 1865, we will examine the long-lasting impact of what historian Eric
Foner terms the “second founding” of the United States. Using a variety of sources, we will seek to
understand the evolution, complexity, and diversity of Black life in America. The course covers key
themes, periods, and actors, such as Reconstruction, Jim Crow segregation, the Harlem Renaissance,
Civil Rights and Black Power, mass incarceration, the BLM movement, and Black Hispanic history. In
line with the module’s emphasis on practice, the course shall enable students to perform an analysis
of historical discourse towards uncovering the raced, classed, and gendered specificities of social,
cultural, and political life in the United States.

Peter Hintz’ seminar starts in the week of October 20.
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5 Creative Writing and Other Courses

5.1 Professional Skills Module “Creative Writing: Imagining America” (04-001-1019 | 5
Credits)

Overall module responsibility: Annika Schadewaldt
Module organization & coordination: Annika Schadewaldt

Introduction to Creative Writing

Tuesday, 11 am -3 pm, GWZ 3 5.15
Picador Guest Professor (Hannah Michell)

This class begins with character as the central entry point into the craft of fiction. We’ll explore how
voice, point of view, dialogue, and plot all emerge from a deep understanding of character. Through
close readings of exemplary works, we’ll analyze the techniques of authors who inspire and inform our
own writing.

This class will have its last session on December 16, 2025. Therefore there will be double sessions
through the semester.
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5.2  Writing Clinic

Writing Clinic

Thursday, 1 — 3 pm (every other week), GWZ 3 5.01
Heather Pruessing

The writing clinic is intended to serve as a resource for ASL students in all forms and stages of the
writing process. Whether you are working on drafting a presentation for a seminar, or finalizing your
BA thesis, you can make an appointment and receive individual help and feedback. Please simply
register for an appointment by emailing Heather Pruessing at heather.pruessing@uni-leipzig.de.

The first session is on October 23.
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5.3 Study Organization and Planning

Graduate and Undergraduate Study Organization and Planning

Monday, 3-5 pm, GWZ 3 5.03
Dr. Stefan Schubert

This slot serves as a dedicated office hour/consultation time/Q&A session for any questions you have
about planning or organizing your studies. Feel free to bring all issues or questions you have about
any aspects of your studies you are unsure about or generally want help with. This can include a
general study orientation for first-semester students, advice on organizing your studies, choosing
modules, or planning semesters in the middle of your studies, or input for how to plan the writing of
your BA/MA thesis or think about what to do once you have your degree.

You can simply come by Dr. Schubert's office without an appointment; if you prefer, you can also
email him beforehand (the slot is generally in person, but you can also request a Zoom option by
writing an email). This offer is open to all American Studies students, graduates (MA) or undergrads
(BA).
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